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effort and organization has played its essential part, and
since the various official bodies and committees have already
been described in Chapter IX, some reference must be made
here to the voluntary societies which function in the Empire
and Colonial sphere.
Necessarily the achievements of many of these pioneers
belong to the Empire as a whole, for all the Empire out-
side Britain, except possibly India, was once regarded
as consisting of Colonies, but though the Dominions
must now be excluded and India is an Empire in itself,
some of our oldest overseas territories, such as the West
Indies, still form part of the present Colonial Empire.
In the Caribbean, the founders of the Colonial Empire
may presumably be said to begin with Columbus, and to
have continued with the Elizabethan captains and explorers,
with Raleigh and the pursuit of the fabled El Dorado in
British Guiana, with merchant and other venturers from
Bristol and London to Bermuda and 'TEleuthera" in the
Bahamas, and even with the buccaneers who made these
islands their resort, and one of the most famous of whom,
Sir Henry Morgan, became a very efficient Colonial Gov-
ernor! The islands are also associated with Nelson, who
was married in Nevis, where Alexander Hamilton^ the
American statesman, was born. Well-known West Indian
families who did much for the settlement of the islands were
the Warners and the Codringtons, by whom Codrington
College in Barbados was founded. Many other picturesque
personalities are recorded in West Indian annals, noted
in the Bibliography, including Lord Olivier's history of
Jamaica and Sir John Burden's Archives of British Hon-
duras (both authors West Indian Governors), during the
centuries of British occupation down to recent days, when
men like Sir Edward Davson rendered outstanding service
to the West Indies and to the Colonies generally.